Arthur Miller:

A view from the bridge came about for various reasons both social and aesthetic and personal.  I lived in those days near the docks, in Brooklyn.  I was told this story about these immigrants coming and being betrayed by this man; I never knew the man, I never knew any of the people involved – but the story itself seemed to me so Greek it was something I couldn’t avoid. I wanted to write a play that had the cleanliness so to speak, the clear line of the, of some of the Greek tragedies – meaning that we would be confronted with a situation and we would be, in effect, told what the end of it was.  The question was not what was going to happen, but how it was going to happen.  

Alfieri’s function in the play is that of the chorus.  

David Thacker:
Alfieri is the voice of sanity and reason in this world and compassion and is also the mechanism whereby the play is unfolded you know because he is the person who lead us into the events, he’s been observing them from his view from the bridge he’s been watching these events and needs to talk about them.
