
A View from the Bridge
Context
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Arthur Miller
[image: image2.jpg]



Arthur Miller was born in 1915 in New York. However, when the Miller family business failed, the family moved to Brooklyn where "A View from the Bridge" is set. 

When Miller finished University, he went on to be a journalist but continued to write plays at the same time. Miller became well-known for his plays and won awards for several of them.
To support himself between writing, Miller worked on the same dockyards "A View from the Bridge" is set in. It was in these dockyards that Miller heard the story that was to inspire his play.
In the 1940s, Miller was accused of being a communist and was called to trial by the US government. Although he was asked to give names of people he thought were Communists, Miller refused and was blacklisted by Hollywood.
Miller's plays are known for:

· The moral and political issues they discuss

· The Greek ideas they feature

· The way they discuss how personal relationships influence people's behaviour

· The way people struggle to decide what is right
Immigration into America
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In the 1950s, conditions in Italy were not good as there was poverty and a lack of jobs.
Due to this, a lot of people moved to America where there were better job prospects, a better economy and better life expectancy. 
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Brooklyn dockyards
A lot of Italian immigrants moved to Brooklyn to work as longshoremen on the dockyards. When they started working, the men were expected to give a cut of their wage to their employer to pay for their passage across to America. While the men were still paying their employer, they were guaranteed work. However, as soon as they had paid off their debts, they were expected to find work for themselves.

The Role of Women in 1950s America
Traditionally, women were expected to be obedient wives, loving mothers and good housekeepers. They were expected to listen and obey their husbands and often had to rely on him for an income.
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Women did not typically have a college education. Instead, they were expected to get married and become full-time housewives. This meant that educated women were not trusted as they were able to think for themselves and could, therefore, disagree with their husband.
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However, in the 1950s, the standards were becoming less strict. During World War II, women joined the workforce to stand in for the men who were away fighting. Despite this, after the war finished, women were expected to go back to being housewives.
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The American Dream
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The American Dream is the belief that everyone is entitled to success and a happy life through hard work, regardless of class or circumstances of birth. This was especially true of immigrant communities who moved to America to earn money in order to support their families.
The American Dream also promoted the idea that the current generation should aim to do better than the one before it by working to place itself in a higher social position.
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