Law and Justice
· “The law? All the law is not in a book.”

· “The law is only a word for what has a right to happen.”
· “justly shot by unjust men”

· “In my country he would be dead now.”

· “When the law is wrong it’s because it’s unnatural, but in this case it is natural and a river will drown you if you buck it now.”

· “Most of the time now we settle for half and I like it better.”

· “Only God makes justice.”

“It’s tough to love a doll that’s not your own.”

Betrayal

· “He bites people when they sleep! He comes when nobody’s lookin’ and poisons decent people.”

· “How’s he gonna show his face?”

· “Just remember, kid, you can quicker get back a million dollars that was stole than a word you gave away.”
· “He degraded my brother. My blood. He robbed my children, he mocks my work. I work to come here mister!”
Conflict

· “his head was bouncin’ like a coconut”

· “When am I gonna be a wife again, Eddie?”

· “He killed my children!”

· “bloody course”

· “Animal! You go on your knees to me!”

· “…a strained tension gripping his eyes…the chair raised like a weapon over Eddie’s head”

Honour and Morality

· “The family had an uncle that they were hidin’ in the house, and he snitched”

· “It’s an honour, B”

· “The women wait, Eddie.”
· “To promise not to kill is not dishonourable”

Community Values

· “in this neighbourhood to meet a lawyer or a priest is unlucky”

· “I don’t understand this country”; “In my country he would be dead now.”

· “You won’t have a friend in the world!”

Poverty

· “they’ll think it’s a millionaire’s house compared to the way they live”

· “if I stay there they will never grow up. They eat the sunshine.”

· “…how can I bring you from a rich country to suffer in a poor one?”

· “Imagine! She said they were poor!”
Love and sex

· “…those guys look at all the girls, you know that”

· “crazy for New York”

· “She loves him, Eddie”

· “It’s wonderful for a whole family to love each other”

· “she’s got too big a heart”

· “walkin’ wavy”
· “When you have no wife you have dreams.”

· “there is too much love for the niece.”

· “You think it’s so easy to turn around and say to a man he’s nothing to you no more?”

Setting

· “Red Hook…the slum that faces the bay”

· “the gullet of New York, swallowing the tonnage of the world.”

· “entirely unromantic”

· “lack elegance, glamour”

· “clean, sparse, homely” – “a worker’s flat”

· “skeletal”
Masculinity

· “he sings, he cooks, he could make dresses…”
· “he’s like a weird”

· “the guy ain’t right”

· “nice and strong”
· “When am I gonna be a wife again, Eddie?”

· “I don’t want to fight you Eddie.”
Possession

· “…he takes and puts his filthy hands on her like a goddam thief”
· “He’s stealing from me!”
· "You walk out that door to that wedding you ain't comin' back here, Beatrice."
Other

· “I want my name”

· “It means you gotta be your own self more … you gotta give him to understand that he can’t give you orders no more”

· “Katie, I promised your mother on her deathbed. I'm responsible for you.”

