Priestley's deliberate control of sentence length can create dramatic tension and suspense for the audience. The Inspector's use of short sentences creates mystery and intrigue. When Gerald asks to look at the photo Sheila has just seen, the Inspector replies 'All in good time.' The use of a short sentence in this scene creates dramatic tension because the audience and other characters are shocked by his calm and punchy replies that show complete control of the situation and his confidence with a wealthy and respected family. In addition, the lack of information in his replies creates a sense of intrigue as to what he is hiding from the other characters and why he is hiding certain facts. Furthermore, this intrigue can lead to the characters feeling tense and fearful to what he knows as he has shown to know a lot about them.
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